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fond. The press and propaganda were powerful auxiliaries 10*
this choice romance.

At Court there were regular spectacles to which it was easy
for any gentleman to get access. Each Sunday there was a cere-
monial procession through the rooms of the Palace to the
Chapel, and the Presence Chamber was usually crowded with
spectators to many of whom Elizabeth would say a few gracious
words as she passed along. Lord Herbert of Cherbury, as a
young man, came to Court on such an occasion, at the end of
the reign. * As soon as she saw me/ he tells, cshe stopped, and
swearing her usual oath, "God's death", demanded, "Who is
this?" Everybody there present looked upon me, but no man
knew me until Sir James Croft, a Pensioner, finding the Queen.
stayed, returned back and told who I was, and that I had
married Sir William Herbert of St Julian's daughter. The Queen
hereupon looked attentively upon me, and sweating again her
ordinary oath, said, "It is a pity he was married so young," and
thereupon gave her hand to kiss twice, both times gently
clapping me on the cheek/

While the Queen was at service in the Chapel, the spectators
could watch the ceremonial laying of dinner in the Presence
Chamber, to the accompaniment of trumpets and kettledrums.
The articles - table-cloth, salt-cellar, etc., as well as food - were
brought in by attendants preceded by an usher with his rod, all
of whom knelt three times before the Cloth of State, on entering"
and retiring. A lady-taster gave each attendant a morsel of the
dish that he bore, this being the assay; and then, when every-
thing was ready, a number of the Queen's maids appeared and
solemnly carried the food into an inner, private apartment, for
it was rarely, and only on great festival or state occasions, that
Elizabeth actually fed in the Presence Chamber, before spec-
tators. She was abstemious over food and drink.

In the Presence Chamber Elizabeth graced the general body
of courtiers with her presence at various entertainments, in-
cluding dancing, of which she was fond; in the Privy Chamber
she talked or played cards or chess with councillors and the
privileged great having access there; in her Withdrawing Cham-